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[image: image2.jpg]fesl alone?



         Volume 5, Issue 1.

          January, 2010

Sunday Service Location:

Gibbs Elementary School

5525 56TH Street NW

Rochester, MN 55901

Pastor Henry Biar

424-2902 (office)

2619 9Th Ave NW

Rochester, MN 55901

http://www.foc-lcms.org
http://twitter.com/FamilyofChrist1
http://www.facebook.com/FamilyOfChrist
A Word From Our Pastor

In January, we are going to look at what it means to be a missional church.  What does a missional church mean then:

The members of a missional congregation think, plan and act in alignment with God’s calling in the Great Commission.  The vision, mission, staffing, policies, priorities and budget are intentionally determined in light of the congregation’s role to share Gospel of Jesus Christ to their community.  This key “missional” aspect is as important as serving the needs of their own existing members.

There are five key areas a missional church focuses on:

1. Worship…is vibrant and Christ centered(1 Chronicles 16:29)

2. Discipleship…is strong, calling members to grow in and through the Word of God. (Psalm 119:105)

3. Service…that connects the community to Christ.  (Matthew 5:16)

4. Outreach…is focused on those who do not yet know Christ as their savior. (Acts 1:8)

5. Leadership…multiplying servants to multiply ministry.  (1 Peter 4:10)

As we learn more about these five areas we also want to grow in them.  At FOC our mission is “Touching Lives with the Love of Christ”.  As we touch lives, we want to keep these five areas in mind, so that we can be ever more effective at living and fulfilling God’s mission to a lost and fallen world.

Pastor Biar

Lefse, Lefse, Lefse

That wonderful Norwegian potato flatbread. We attained our goal of 2000 sheets of lefse sold. We had 180 hours of volunteer labor provided by approximately 20 members of Family of Christ. With the support of Thrivent, we were able to generate $3000 dollars to be donated for the education of students at RCLS. Thank you everybody.

Family of Christ Christmas Program

The Family of Christ Children's Christmas Program debuted at Madonna Towers on Saturday, December 19  and was repeated for the congregation at Gibbs for the Sunday December 20th worship service. What a tremendous witness for “Touching Lives with the Love of Christ”. A huge thank you to the children and to the adults who put the program together and nurtured along the way. We had a standing room only crowd for the Sunday service.
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Friends of FOC Music

Another big thank you to the friends of FOC music. The purchase price of the new keyboard for FOC has been covered outside of our congregational budget. We have been able to enjoy the benefits of this addition to our congregation over the past few weeks. Also, much easier to move each week than a piano.  

Agreement was reached with Gibbs Elementary to allow the school use the keyboard in their music program in exchange for the storage of it for us in their music room.  Additionally, the Gibbs Administration and Maintenance teams have found us storage space for our speakers and sound board so that we don't have to worry about climate controlled storage elsewhere. 
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Carol Festival at Trinity 

A big thank you to everyone for singing and playing in the Trinity Choral Festival on Dec. 20th.  It was a wonderful night of music by all of the choirs honoring and praising our God. 

A Word From Our President

“Missional Formation”

At the December MN South District LCMS Board of Directors meeting, I had the pleasure to hear a presentation put together and led by Rev Peter Meier and Mike Zimmer of the District staff regarding Missional Formation. As Pastor referenced in his message earlier in this newsletter, we will be hearing more about this new word “Missional” and what it means or can mean to us as a new congregation. 

I think our foundations are at the heart of what it means to be Missional but I also think that as we grow, it is paramount for us to continue to examine who we are and what we are all about and where we are headed as a congregation. 

As presented, “Missional” means being able to think, plan, and act in line with the Great Commission.

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. Matt. 28:19-20.

In a Missional congregation, everything we do, every decision we make, should be organized around the task of reaching people for Jesus. That becomes as important as taking care of our own needs. Over the next couple of months at FOC, we will want to test ourselves, our sense of urgency, our congregational focus towards the following points of a Missional congregation:

· People not programs.

· Possibilities not problems.

· Mission not money.

· Saving the lost not saving the church

· Ministry not maintenance.

Tim Block

Sunday Morning Refreshments

As our congregation grows in size, we will continually look at ways that we can make improvements or changes to meet the needs of our members. An area that we will be looking at for changes is with Sunday morning refreshments for our fellowship time after the service. Beginning in January, we will be looking at ways to have refreshments delivered by one of our local food stores. This does not preclude families from bringing treats if they like for special occasions but does allow us to have some consistency for a larger gathering. Please be patient with us as we work out the process. Suggestions are always welcome. The plan includes having a basket on the table for free-will donations. 

FOC & Pizza Hut

See Bob Trempe regarding coupons for Pizza Hut that will be a part of our support of RCLS through the Christian Education Association of FOC.  The next Thursday to take advantage of this opportunity will be Jan 7th . The dates for this opportunity will be the second Thursday each month:

Thurs. Jan. 7th

Thurs. February 11th

Thurs. March 11th

Thurs. April 8th

Thurs. May 6th

The coupon you receive can be used to give RCLS(FOC) 20% of your expenditure each of these days, all day long. FOC will benefit an additional 10% if you use Pizza Hut Scrip in addition to the coupon.

FOC Council Meetings

The upcoming FOC Council meeting schedule is as follows:

· Monday January 11  7:00pm RCLS 

· [FOC Voters' Assembly January 30  10:15am]

· Monday March 8  7:00pm RCLS

As a reminder to congregational members, one of the first orders of business on each Council Meeting Agenda is for “Congregational Input”. If you have an item of interest that you wish to bring to the attention of the Council, please feel free to contact Tim Block regarding time on the agenda. 

Council Minutes

December 13, 2009

The following motions were approved under new business: 

· FOC Trailer Space Rental at All Climate Self Storage (Valleyhigh Dr) - $260 for 7 months ($37/mo)

· FOC Mission Gift to MN South District $500

The 2010 budget was presented to Council for 1st reading. The 2010 Officer Ballot was presented for input and discussion.

Treasurer's Report – November 2009

Income:


          (November 2009)
          (November 2008)

   Congregational Support
           $10,895.66

             10,721.44

   Interest Income                                         1.97                                         0.02

   Dividend Income
   
                      0.00      

  
         -5.70

   Support from other Churches                620.00


       500.00

   Script Income


         64.10

  
         49.00

   Misc. Income                    

       140.12


           0.00

Total Income


            $11,726.85

            $11,264.76

Total Expenses

              $9,583.73
                          $8,555.56

Total Checking/Savings
            $32,014.78
  
            $30,342.84

[image: image6.jpg]



January Birthday's & Anniversaries

	Jan 04
	Olivia Pahlkotter

	Jan 14
	Barb Bottorff

	Jan 17
	Brad Neville

	Jan 20
	Bob Pieper

	Jan 20
	Kay Kluge

	Jan 28
	Drew Kluge

	
	

	Jan 19
	Steve & Brenda Akin


The Simply Giving Program

Simply Giving® is a modern-day giving program designed for Lutheran institutions and sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Vanco Services is the service provider that has administered the program since its inception in 1998. Thanks to the generous support of Thrivent Financial, Lutheran institutions can implement this service at minimal cost.  

Through Simply Giving®, your offerings for Family of Christ are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You determine the frequency of your automatic donation – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours.  Your donation is deposited into the recipient’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.

Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to share your donations through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing stewardship. Because your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that benefits. Family of Christ benefits from steady, more predictable revenues throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.

We have been using this service at Family of Christ for the past two years. Questions may be addressed with Tim Block.

